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On September 28, 2020, the Network 
of Community Media in Tanzania 

(TADIO) in close collaboration with 
UNESCO managed to steal the show 
in Arusha, as they commemorated 
the International Day for the Universal 
Access to Information (IDUAI).

Graced by Hon. Idd Kimanta, Arusha 
Regional Commissioner and colored 
by a traditional Maasai dance, the 
event managed to stop business in 
Arusha as it pulled together all high-
level government officials inclusive of 
security organs in the region.

In his speech, Hon. Kimanta called 
upon journalists to ensure that they 
disseminate accurate information 
and to shun away from airing hate 
speech and content, which degrade 
humanity. “Media personnel should 

be keen to know what ought to go 
out by making sure that the news that 
goes on air promotes love, peace, 
unity and progress in the country. Be 
keen and mind about your safety first 
as your families depend on you. Not 
every news is worth disseminating as 
some could put your lives under siege”, 
Hon. Idd Kimanta, Arusha Regional 
Commissioner.

On his part, TADIO chairperson, Mr. 
Prosper Kwigize said that TADIO 
understands the importance of 
information to rural communities. 

Mr. Kwigize added that the Constitution 
of the Tanzania Development 
Information Organization (TADIO) also 
stipulates the need for communities, 
especially in rural areas, to access 
information to give them the opportunity 

to participate in development 
processes, this is due to the fact that 
rural communities are not reached 
by the mainstream media which lead 
them to miss out on opportunities to 
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TADIO, halts business in ‘Geneva of Africa’

UNESCO Head of Office and Representative, Mr. Tirso Dos Santos (left), Arusha Regional Commissioner, 
Hon. Idd Kimanta and TADIO Chairperson, Mr. Prosper Kwigize enjoy a Maasai traditional dance during the 
commemoration of the International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI).

HIGHLIGHTS:
• TADIO, halts business in 

‘Geneva of Africa’

• Mazingira FM supports 
safe menstruation to 
school  girls

• TADIO wins an accolade 
from the government 
during WPFD

• TADIO to Establish 
Radio TADIO
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give and receive information. TADIO as 
a social media network in the country 
is actively involved in implementing 
the United Nations declaration and 
the UNESCO declaration on enabling 
access to information for communities 
in Tanzania.

“I am very proud to tell the world 
that despite the challenges of 
environmentally, economically and 
geographically, journalists working 
under our community media network, 
have been at the forefront of focusing 

on ethics and professionalism in 
finding, processing and disseminating 
local issues (issues of local concern). 
These include citizen participation in 
development, democracy and access 
to justice, especially for women and 
children, anti-corruption and violence 
in society as well as promoting women’s 
participation and leadership in various 
fields.” Mr. Prosper Kwigize, TADIO 
chairperson. 

In his speech, Tirso Dos Santos, UNESCO 
Dar es Salaam Head of Office and 

Representative reiterated the agency’s 
commitment to collaborate with the 
government and to support community 
radios in Tanzania.

The event brought together over 70 
representatives from the government, 
media fraternity including TADIO 
member radio stations and journalists 
from Arusha region.

This year’s IDUAI theme is ‘Access to 
Information – Saving lives, Building 
Trust, Bringing Hope’.

The Chief Guest, Arusha Regional Commissioner, Hon. 
Idd Kimanta issues his keynote speech during the 
commemoration of IDUAI 2020.

A group photo of TADIO and UNESCO envoy to Arusha Regional Commissioner’s Office ahead of IDUAI 2020. From Left; 
TADIO Chairperson, Mr. Prosper Kwigize, UNESCO National Professional Officer, Ms. Nancy Angulo, UNESCO Head of 
Office and Representative, Mr. Tirso Dos Santos, Arusha Regional Commissioner, Hon. Idd Kimanta, UNESCO Personal 
Assistant to the Head of Officer, Ms. Rahma Islem and Arusha Regional Administrative Secretary, Mr. Richard Kwitega

TADIO Chairperson, Mr. Prosper Kwigize giving his 
remarks on IDUAI 2020.
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A cross section of TADIO member Radio Managers and other delegates follow closely the commemoration of IDUAI 
2020.

IDUAI 2020 Chief Guest, Hon. Idd Kimanta inaugurates TADIO’s website.
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A group photo of high-level delegates, UN staff with TADIO Board Members and Secretariat.

A group photo of high-level delegates, UN staff with TADIO member radio managers.

A group photo of high-level delegates, UN staff with various representatives attended IDUAI 2020.
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Students at Mitambo primary school 
can now sigh with relief after they 

saw light at the end of the tunnel. Jamii 
FM, TADIO’s member community radio 
spared their lives as they had been 
forced to brave the rain, sun and the 

wind under a tree, the only classroom 
they had.  Classrooms previously built 
with mud and trees were in the verge of 
falling down and studying inside them 
would have put their lives under siege, 
but thanks to relentless efforts made 

by journalists from Jamii FM, the hostile 
environment is now the thing of the 
past. 

The school is at Madimba Ward in 

CR spares students from studying under tree

Dear Friends and Partners, 
Welcome to our first edition of 

the newsletter by the Community 
Media network of Tanzania (TADIO) 
newsletter. TADIO has 35 members 
comprising of 34 community radios 
and 1 rural Press Club from Pemba. The 
network enjoys support from UNESCO 
with other projects by other partners. 
Community radio stations under the 
network reach over 74 percent of 
the United Republic of Tanzania with 
a population of 33 million people.   
Our community radios reach in hard 
to reach areas where most of the 
mainstream media cannot reach with 
most of its content-aired dwelling on 
issues of local concern. 

TADIO with the support from UNESCO 
has been able to build capacity of 
Journalists on programming, media 

ethics as well as technical skills. Our 
community radio stations have been 
able to air stories and programs of 
human-interest bringing positive 
impact in terms of improving social 
services such as connection and access 
to clean and safe water, electricity, 
medical services.  Community radios 
through their programs have been 
able to influence reduction of harmful 
traditional customs such as female 
genital mutilation and teen pregnancy 
among others while at the same 
time helping to create awareness 
on various diseases such as cholera, 
malaria as well as the COVID 19. 

So much has been done but it is 
suffice to say that community radios 
are a voice for the voiceless as well as 
an eye and an ear for hard to reach 
areas. Let me end my message with 

a call for public and private sectors to 
utilize community radios by sending 
their programs, adverts and jingles, 
as our costs are more affordable than 
the mainstream media.  With us, you 
are guaranteed of reaching areas 
where others cannot. 
Please enjoy your reading.

Prosper Kwigize, 
TADIO Chairperson 

Word from TADIO Chairperson

New classrooms built by the government after Jamii FM reported the news 
about the old classroom.

Continues on Page 3
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Mtwara municipal, a region reported 
to have shortage of teachers as well. It 
all began when Jamii community radio 
aired a story on January 19, 2019 and 
few weeks later, there was massive 
reaction from the government and other 
stakeholders to contribute towards the 
construction of five classrooms as well 
as a teachers’ office. 

Mtwara Council Director Omary 
Kipanga spoke to journalists about the 
construction of the Schools’ classes 
immediately after the story came out 
revealing that the government would 
build two classes while as community 
members will construct one room 
and a teachers’ quarter. “Three 
classrooms will be built with cement 
bricks and other three rooms will be 
roofed, citizens themselves will build 
another class. The 2017/2018 council’s 
budget has been set to construct two 
classrooms and a teacher’s quarter,” 
said Kipanga.

From Page 2

Testimonies from Community Radio listeners 
members of TADIO

Radio programs by Mpanda Radio 
have helped the region to fair 
well in the standard seven exams 
in the past and we intend to re-
establish the links to retain the 
previous position. We support you 
as without Mpanda FM radio, Katavi 
would have been like an island, as 
we would not get anything. Most 
people rely on Mpanda radio for 
information. UNESCO should not 
think its efforts are fruitless but 
rather their contribution is noble and 
worthwhile,”  

- Abdalla Malela, Katavi Regional 
Administrative Secretary.

“The mayor took part in a radio 
program at Mpanda FM in 
February 2018 and requested 
listeners to air their grievances. I 
sent a text message to complain 
over lack of water within the new 
allocated areas. He promised 
to work on the issue and our 
area was eventually connected 
to clean and safe water in July 
2018,”

- Japhet Maende from Ugalla 
Mtoni
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My name is Amina Raashid Mrisho, a 33 years old 
Tanzanian journalist with ten years’ experience. I 
hold a certificate of secondary school education 
and a Diploma in Journalism from the Dar es 
Salaam School of Journalism.   I am a radio 
reporter at Pambazuko FM, TADIO’s Member  
Community radio in Ifakara, Kilombero district 
in Tanzania. I also play the role of an assistant 
program manager, assistant editor as well as 
a focal person for monitoring and evaluation 
having been trained by UNESCO. 

Success Story from TADIO Member Radio Station

Amina Mrisho reads a news bulletin at Pambazuko, 
TADIO’s Member  community radio as part of her day to 
day journalistic work at the station.  

WITHIN THE COMMUNITY

• I have been engaged in various awareness creation radio 
programs for the society to realize the full potentials of 
women and their contribution to enhance development 
from the family to the national level.

• I have been preparing and making follow up of radio 
campaign programs on violence specifically against girls.

• I also prepare and conduct radio programs on good 
governance (for leaders) and accountability (for the 
public.)

• Helped women within the Kilombero valley to establish 
economic empowerment groups such as bee keeping 
and poultry.

• Assist women to secure legal aid (whenever they are 
deprived of their property especially land) by linking them 
with institutions/various CSOs such as Women Legal Aid 
Clinic and Tanzania Women Lawyers Association.

• An inspiration speaker to school girls where I teach them 
to be aware of who they are, protect themselves and to 
be passionate with their studies where I normally visit 
one school after the other.

COMMUNITY FAITH TOWARDS MY WORK:

• Gained faith from the community where they did vote 
me to become a chairperson for a special forum on 
economic empowerment to women in Kilombero 
district and a vice chair for the fora in the region.

• I am a member of the Peace Committee in the District 
under the Mwalimu Nyerere Foundation

• I also play a role of a moderator and Master of 

Ceremony for various functions both social and those 
by the government.  

• An inspiration speaker to school girls where I teach 
them to be aware of who they are, protect themselves 
and to be passionate with their studies where I 
normally visit one school after the other.

POSITIVE IMPACT FROM MY WORK TO THE COMMUNITY

• Managed to assist and guide a lady Mwajuma Lumuli 
who had gone to court to demand compensation for 
her sugarcane farms at Kidatu in Kilombero. The farm 
had been confiscated by another person. She eventually 
won the case and was paid compensation of 17 million 
shillings in 2017.

• Pursued a story where a 48 years old man had raped a 
standard three child (12). The follow up led to the court 
issuing a ruling where the perpetrator was imprisoned 
for 60 years. Prior to the follow up, the man had escaped 
from another rape case before he committed a similar 
offence in 2018.

• Managed to inspire women specifically those who had 
been relying upon their spouse to establish groups 
and engage in various entrepreneur activities where 
the number of women entrepreneurship groups has 
shot from 863 to 1759 groups in the whole district.  
I also helped 12 groups to acquire knowledge on 
entrepreneurship where they are now engaged in 
various handcrafts activities.
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Amina Mrisho (standing in front) talks to school children at Cirket 
Secondary School in Ifakara, Kilombero District in Tanzania during one of 
her session to empower them on skills to overcome temptations and  for 
girls to remain safe from teen pregnancy and early marriage  to achieve 
their dreams.

A group of Women at Katindiuka village in Ifakara, 
Kilombero in Tanzania busy in poultry keeping as part 
of their income generating activities. Amina Mrisho, a 
journalist with Pambazuko Community Radio through her 
radio programs on entrepreneurship inspired the team to 
engage in the project for them to avoid relying upon their 
spouses to cater for their basic needs. `

Amina Mrisho (With a microphone) interviews a couple 
outside Kibaoni health Centre in Ifakara, Tanzania.  
They latter admitted to have been inspired by her radio 
program which had encouraged couples to attend to 
clinics instead of leaving only mothers to do so.
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Kahama FM, TADIO’s member 
community radio through its 

Muache Asome ‘Let her learn’ campaign 
has brought a very positive impact 
leading to the construction of girls’ 
dormitories in the district. Journalists at 
the station conducted a research where 

they established that the lack of hostel 
for girls accelerates early pregnancies.  
It was found that girls living far from 
schools are more vulnerable to 
pregnancy because they are compelled 
to rent rooms near their school to avoid 
getting late to schools.

Kahama FM conducted a fact-finding 
mission to Shinyanga Municipality to 
hold discussions and debates in order 
to unveil what could be the actual cause 
for early pregnancies for students. As 
a result of the research, Kahama FM 
unleashed a campaign named ‘Muache 
Asome’, a Swahili phrase meant ‘Let Her 
Learn’.  The campaign meant to warn 
and remind evil men to leave young 
girls, not to flirt or disturb them with an 
intention to start sexual affairs. They 
were also reminded that, the offence 
to impregnate students is punishable 
to 30 years in prison. Unexpectedly the 
campaign by Kahama FM has yielded 
quite a lot of positive outcomes as the 
government together with stakeholders 
joined forces and several hostels have 
been built at Mwendakulima Secondary 
School in Kahama Town Municipal, 
Dakama Secondary School in Ushetu 
Municipal and Mwalimu Nyerere School 
in Msalala Municipal, both in Kahama 
District, Shinyanga.

Anti-Teen Pregnancy campaign by Kahama FM leads to 
construction of hostels

“Hostels were built at the Mwendakulima Secondary school, Dakama Secondary 
school and Mwl.Nyerere Secondary school in Msalala Municipal, Kahama.”

A 16 years old girl in the Central parts 
of Tanzania will always be grateful 

to journalists from Dodoma FM, TADIO 
member community radio for rescuing 
her from her father’s plan to marry her 
off while in standard six.

It all began when journalists at the 
Dodoma FM got a tip that a father had 
locked his daughter inside the house 
with ill intention, to force her into 
marriage so that he could earn dowry.  
The pupil was in standard six with 
one year remaining to complete her 
primary school education.  The radio 
station through its journalists pursued 
the story where they interviewed the 
child, the mother, neighbors, local 
leaders and community development 
officer as well as schoolteachers who 
all confirmed the allegations.

Efforts to get the father to respond 
proved futile as he became aggressive 
wanting to know over who had allowed 
them to go to his house.  He said the 
girl was his daughter and he could do 
anything he pleases with and did not 
need anyone to tell him what to do. He 
threatened the journalist to never  air  
the story or else he would deal with 
them but the latter aired it during the 
4 PM news bulletin and within one 
hour at 5 PM, the father of the girl child 
stormed to the radio station to inquire 
on why scribes at the station had not 
taken heed of his order.

The station manager gave him a platform 
to respond to the radio program where 
he confessed that indeed he had been 
planning to marry his daughter off due 
to lack of  financial means to educate 

her and felt that he should marry her 
to earn dowry instead.  The manager 
asked him to enlist all the basic needs 
for his daughter where immediately 
after, staff members contributed in 
terms of stationeries, cash and all the 
basic needs where they went to the 
school and made sure that the pupil 
resumes her studies.  At the time of 
the writing of this story in May 2019, 
the rescued girl had already passed 
her primary school education and is 
now pursuing her secondary school 
in Dodoma municipality.  Notably, the 
girl’s father came to Dodoma FM to 
thank the management and staff for 
their efforts saying he now sees hope 
that in future his daughter will excel 
and will be able to assist the family. 

TADIO member Community Radio rescues girl child from 
early marriage



10
This newsletter is prepared by TADIO| Open University of Tanzania, OUT Headquarters, ODL Tower, 9th Floor, Kinondoni P.O. Box 105782, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania.  | Tel:+255 738 725 485 | E-mail: tadio.netcom@gmail.com, info@tadio.co.tz | Web: www.tadio.co.tz

On May 13, 2019, the Network of 
Community Media in Tanzania 

(TADIO) joined the rest of the world 
to commemorate the World Press 
Freedom Day, at an event held at 
national level in Dodoma Tanzania. 
Speaking during the session,  the Chief 
Guest for the day Dr. Hassan Abbas, the 
Director of Information Services paid 
tribute to community radios saying they 
play an important role to disseminate 
information to rural areas. Said the 
government will continue to register 
newspapers because they want the 
public to get various information but 
cautioned journalists saying they will 
never be good scribes through insulting 
people. “Reiterated the government’s 
commitment to collaborate with 
UNESCO and TEF to form a national 
committee of experts who will list all 
issues in need of redress and sit with 
the government to tackle them.

Issues that came strong during the 
commemoration was in regard to high 
licensing  fees for online platforms, 
delay of salary for media workers, 
draconian provisions in the Media 
Services Act and a  call to revive the live 
Bunge session among others.  

Deputy US Envoy to Tanzania Inni 
Patterson for her part said each person 
must ensure that they give credible 
information. 

“A free press must be measured in 
collecting and reporting credible 
information and not simply publication. 
A free press is a heartbeat of any living 
society; they push blood, which is news 
through the body, which is the public 
who utilize it to make their decisions on 
how to live,” she said. 

For her part, Sara Cooke British High 
Commissioner to Tanzania mentioned 
Media freedom as a cornerstone of 
democracy saying however that 2018 
was the worst year for violence for 
journalists.  “A free media aids the fight 
against corruption.  The top ten least 
corrupt nations appear in the top ten 
in terms of media freedom.  Media 
stakeholders should work together to 
fight disinformation and to promote 
the right to free press.      A free media 
helps the world to flourish and survive,” 
said the envoy.

The event brought together media 
stakeholders, international and national 

organizations as well as envoys. During 
the session, TADIO managed to attend 
a Pre WPFD to discuss on various 
challenges facing the media industry.  
Notably, the network managed to 
enhance its visibility where for the first 
time in the WPFD in Tanzania TADIO 
managed to have its banner displayed 
despite not being part of the organizing 
committee. 

TADIO wins an accolade from the government during WPFD 

KEY RESOLUTIONS:

1. Prepare a media laws 
compendium in a simple 
language to guide journalists as 
a reference point.

2. Government should omit the 
registration requirement for 
online content to media outlets

3. Journalists should ensure 
that they incorporate gender 
balance

4. Follow political manifestos  to 
see on whether they embrace 
gender balance

5. Media stakeholders to form 
task force to meet the Director 
of Information with issues 
indeed of redress.

Strategizing with TADIO secretariat and Unyanja FM Station Manager on May 
3rd, 2019. The radio is now a member of TADIO.
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Unsafe menstruation has been 
identified as one of the factors, 

which hinder students from attending 
classes thus failing to excel. Most girls 
are reported to miss classes for five 
to seven days during menstruation a 
situation that has led Mazingira FM, 
TADIO’s member community radio 
to launch a special campaign titled ‘I 
want you’  to curb the problem.  The 
campaign, conducted via the radio is 
meant to call  well-wishers as well as 
organizations to donate sanitary towels 
for the most disadvantaged girls who 
can not afford it. 

The unavailability of sanitary towels to 
most poor girls during menstruation 
propagates poor attendance of girls to 
schools, leading tonpoor performance 
in class. Narrating about the campaign, 
Teddy Thomas who is Mazingira FM 
station manager attributes the failure 

by most  of the young girls to afford 
sanitary towels  to poverty.  “Unsafe 
menstruation undermines the young 
girls’ confidence, which prompts to 
their poor attendance to classes and 
eventually intensifies the gap of gender 
inequality. Their inability to afford 
sanitary towels has sometimes destined 
them into hands of evil men leading to 
early pregnancies,” said Teddy.

As a result of the radio campaign, well-
wishers were able to donate sanitary 
towels to several girls, a campaign 
which is ongoing.

Teddy believes that collaboration 
among stakeholders with the 
community can provide a decisive 
solution to the prevailing problem.

Commenting on the campaign, Michael 
Mkoba, Bunda District Education Officer 

stressed that girls have equal right to 
education like boys. He called upon 
private public partnership to come 
up with the most effective solution to 
improve education especially for young 
girls.

Mazingira FM supports safe menstruation to schoolgirls

“Menstruation has 

been a problem to 

most poor girls, a 

main cause to their 

poor academic 

performance, and also 

one big factor to their 

early pregnancies”
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On February 13, 2019 the Network 
of Community Media of Tanzania 

(TADIO) in collaboration with UNESCO 
managed to steal the show in Tanga 
when they organized and took part 
in the commemorations of the World 
Radio Day 2019.  The commemorations 
took part in Tanga amid attendance 
from 82 people including media 
stakeholders, Tanga based radios and 
members of the Tanga Press Club from 
various media outlets, regional and 
ministry officials, NATCOM as well as 
community media practitioners under 
UNESCO supported community radios. 

The Chief Guest for the event was the 
Deputy Minister of Information, Culture, 
Arts and Sports Honourable Juliana 
Shonza.  Also in present was UNESCO’s 
Head of Office and Representative Tirso 
Dos Santos. 

During the session, TADIO through its 
Chairperson Prosper Kwigize used the 
platform to campaign for reduction of 
licensing fees, and tax relief on radio 
equipment as well as reduction of 
bureaucracy in allocation of frequency 
where the Deputy Minister for the 
Ministry of Information, Culture, Arts 
and Sports issued an immediate 

rejoinder calling upon the chairperson 
to share the list of community radios 
which had been denied frequency for 
her to communicate with the TCRA. She 
promised to take aboard all issues to 
see how they can be sorted up by her 
ministry.

The commemorations involved also 
discussions on the role of the radio to 
promote dialogue tolerance and peace, 
“Conflict Sensitive Reporting / Dealing 
with Hate Speech, Terrorism and the 
legal environment and the likelihood 
of the License Regulations to affect the 
peaceful reporting and the definition of 
a Community of Radio”.  Two females 
journalists from UNESCO supported 
community radios, Time Mwinyi( 
Micheweni FM and Maajabu Madiva ( 
Pangani FM) were the unsung heroes 
for the day who managed to share over 
how they had made positive impact 
to the lives of community members 
through the radio.

At the end of the session, TADIO 
members sat for a special general 
assembly where they managed to 
assign the board to select one auditing 
firm among the four to audit the firm’s 
accounts, finalize the work plan and to 
share the Constitution for them to air 
their views before its amendment.

TADIO, steals the show in Tanga

A cross section of delegates to the World Radio Day pose for a group photo 
with the Chief Guest on February 13, 2019

OUTCOMES AND RESULTS 
OBTAINED

As a result of this mission, TADIO was 
able to achieve the following:
• World Radio Day commemorated 

as planned with a good turnout 
of media stakeholders inclusive 
of ministry and regional 
government officials.

•  Rejoinder from the speech 
by TADIO on reduction of fees 
and tax on radio equipment, 
frequency done, with the Deputy 
Minister promising to take 
aboard all issues for action. 

•  Resolutions from the WRD 
collected for further actions

•  Enhanced ties between  TADIO, 

Legal Services Facility and 
Tanzania Media Foundation 
enhances. The two organizations 
provide grants to CSOs and 
individuals. 

TADIO:
•  Review of the Constitution done 

with the removal of Executive 
Secretary and replacement 
with the Vice Chairperson in 
the document.  Other issues 
addressed are on membership, 
the role of coordinator, treasurer,

•  Extraordinary/ Special General 
Assembly for TADIO held. AGM 
gives knod for the board to select 
auditing firm among the four,   

approve the annual work plan for 
the IPA

•  Current list of TADIO members 
established, database to be 
established.

•  Board forms task force to come 
up with rate cards and marketing 
issues to scout for adverts in 
collaboration with the secretariat.

•  Signatories to the bank account 
reviewed to reduce costs

•   Board meeting for TADIO held, 
annual work plan reviewed, 
Constitution reviewed, new 
auditors proposed.

• Visibility of UNESCO and TADIO’s 
work enhanced via mainstream, 
community and social media.
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Hon. Juliana Shonza, Deputy Minister of Information, 
Culture, Arts and Sports and the Chief Guest called upon 
radio broadcasters to shun away from hate speech to 
avoid the country plunging into conflicts as was the case 
in some of the neighboring countries.

UNESCO Head of Office and Representative Tirso Dos 
Santos stressing upon the need for radio broadcasters 
to ensure that they deliver the message in a simple 
language and in a detailed way for people to understand.

Delegates at the high table from left, Mr. Rodney Thadeus from the Directorate of Information Services, Mr. Tirso 
Dos Santos, UNESCO’s Head of Office and Representative, Hon. Juliana Shonza Deputy Minister MICAS, Tanga District 
Commissioner and rep of the Regional Commissioner  Hon. Thobias Mwilapwa and Mr. Prosper Kwigize, TADIO 
Chairperson.

Delegates follow up the proceedings where they got the chance to engage in discussions and to come up with 
resolutions during the WRD 2019.
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Mr. Prosper Kwigize, TADIO’s Board Chairperson 
issues his speech during the session calling upon the 
government for a tax waiver to radio equipment to 
enable community radios afford them.

Mr. Thobias Dindi, Director of Radio Kwizera (standing) 
moderates a discussion on the likelihood of the legal 
framework to affect community radios as part of the 
commemorations of the WRD 2019.  The second group 
held a discussion on the role of the radio to promote 
Dialogue, Tolerance and Peace.

TADIO Board members busy during their first board meeting for the year on February 12, 2019.

Mr. Ramadhani Masele, Programme Manager at LSF makes a presentation on access to justice before members of the 
Network of Community Media in Tanzania (TADIO) during the Extraordinary General Assembly held in Tanga after the 
commemorations of the WRD on February 13, 2019.  LSF intends to provide small grants to community radios to enable 
them air awareness creation programs on paralegal services.  
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What is VIKES and what does you 
partnership with TADIO entail?  
The Finnish Foundation for Media and Development (known 
by its Finnish acronym ’Vikes’) is a journalists’ solidarity 
organization devoted to strengthening democracy and 
active civil society by supporting freedom of expression, 
quality journalism and media diversity around the world. 
Vikes has worked actively in Tanzania since 2006. When 
TADIO was established, Vikes was among the first ones to 
start cooperation for supporting community radio stations.  
Vikes has since 2009-built capacity of dozens of community 
media journalists around the country, so collaboration 
with TADIO was natural continuation for the work Vikes 
has done. TADIO’s team may be small but it is effective and 
cooperation has been fruitful and successful.

Why collaborate with TADIO and not any 
other media organization?
Vikes started cooperation with COMNETA and followed 
closely the proceedings of COMNETA transforming to 
TADIO. Through the transformation Vikes was soft piloting 
the first version of Community Radio Portal (Which is now 
updated to Radio TADIO portal), and we knew that for 
the success of the project, it was essential that Vikes has 
innovative and dynamic partner that is willing and able to 
deliver active cooperation and development. 

What has the partnership resulted into 
(Success and achievements so far)?
 Co-creation/update of the new TADIO website has 
been a good opening for hopefully long and productive 
partnership. Vikes has been privileged to be part of the 
TADIO inception. 

What more should we expect in near 
future?
We look forward to creating new and innovative joint 
ventures with TADIO. Vikes has always endorsed 
participatory method in its projects and we expect CR’s and 
TADIO stakeholders to effectively participate for the future 
development of Radio TADIO portal, regarding not only 
content creation but also provide proactive feedback. Radio 
TADIO portal will give many interesting opportunities in the 
future. The Project has already drawn interest among many 
actors in the radio  sector and it is able to create new ways 
for economic inclusion. In the best case, the portal is going 
to positively disrupt the accustomed practices and generate 
innovative ways to enhance media diversity and community 
media.

This is what a Finish NGO rep had to say about TADIO
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Plans are underway to establish 
Radio TADIO, an online platform 
that will see all member 

community radios operate with a 
platform to Livestream and air their 
news. Irene Makene TADIO’s Coordinator 
made the revelations in Dar es Salaam 
on November 12, 2019 during a meeting 
with a team from the SDC and UNESCO 
who had gone to TADIO’s office for a 
monitoring visit.

The online platform currently in 

construction by a Finnish based 
organization VIKES will enable all 
member community radios to share their 
content online. Already, TADIO has set an 
appointment with the TCRA to establish 
the legal requirement for the platform.

For his part, Mr. Luke Etter – 
SDC Representative and Head of 
Governance mentioned TADIO as part 
of the sustainability strategy of the 
media project to guarantee that even 
when UNESCO and others are not 

there community radios will continue 
to be there and increase the reach. 
According to Mr. Etter, SDC had gone 
there to understand where TADIO is 
now and what have been the major 
achievements and what will happen 
next year within the scope of the

project and the longer-term plans. For 
the past two years, TADIO has been 
able to records some achievements 
inclusive of enhancing its partnership 
with other stakeholders such as 
FEMINA, LSF, UDOM, OUT, We World, 
and VIKES just to mention a few.

In Tanzania, UNESCO through 
funding from the Swiss Development 
Corporation (SDC) supports 25 
community radios and the community 
media network-TADIO.

UPCOMING TADIO EVENTS
• NOV 7th & 11th , 2020: TADIO 

with support from UNESCO 
to conduct a capacity building 
workshop to Community 
Media practitioners on peace 
messaging 

• NOV 24th & 25th , 2020: Annual 
General Meeting and Election 
for TADIO Board Members and 
Chairperson

• NOV 2020: Capacity building 
to TADIO radio Marketing 
managers on Digital Marketing 
Strategy and Communication 
Strategy

• NOV 18th - 22nd, 2020: Training 
to TADIO members on Digital 
Marketing Strategy and 
Communication Strategy

• DEC 12th, 2020: Board Meeting

TADIO to Establish Radio TADIO

A group photo after a meeting with a team from the SDC and UNESCO on 
November 12, 2019
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